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ABSTRACT

The developmental times, growth index, developmental rate, survivorship,
thermal requirements, longevity, fecundity, and life table parameters of Myzus
persicae (Sulzer) were investigated on apricot and peach at three constant
temperatures 20, 24 and 28°C.

The data revealed that there were significant differences among the three
temperatures in developmental time of nymphal instars. Meanwhile, there were no
significant variations of the developmental time between different host plants at the
same temperature. The survival percentage differed significantly among the three
tested temperaturas. The higher survival percentage was observed at 28°C.

Minimum developmental thresholds for nymphal instars and nymphal stage
of M. persicae were not similar on apricot and peach. M. persicae required 57.47 DD
to complete its development from first nymphai instar to adult female on apricot and
56.82 on peach. There were no significant variations in the pre-reproductive,
reproductive, and post-reproductive of M. persicae when reared on apricot and peach
at the three tested temperatures (20, 24, and 28°C). Meanwhile, there were significant
differences in the total longevity of adult females at three tested temperatures. The
mean total fecundity {mean number of offspring/female) was 25.6, 30.3, and 60.0
nymphs on apricot, and 25.0, 28.0, and 59.0 nymphs on peach at 20, 24, and 28°C,
respectively with significant different.

The duration of mean generation time (T) of M. persicae was 19.55, 13.56,
and 8.38 days at the three tested temperatures on apricot and on peach, 20.01,
13.32, and 8.30 days on peach. The population could be doubled (DT) every 4.65,
2.84, and1.41 days at 20, 24 and 28°C on apricot and 4.51, 2.86, and 1.43 days on
peach. The values of gross reproductive rate (GRR), net reproductive rate (Ro),
intrinsic rate of increase (rn), and finite rate of increase (A) were higher at 28°C than at
20 and 24°C on both host plants. The survivorship (Lx) for female age was higher at
28°C than at 20 and 24°C on apricot and peach.

Keywords: Myzus persicae, biological characteristics, thermal requirements,

life table parameters.

INTRODUCTION

The green peach aphid (GPA), M. persicae has an European native
and it is now distributed worldwide. It is a common pest of peach and
nectarine throughout North America (Blackman and Eastop, 2000 and Davis
et al., 2006; Davis and Radcliffe, 2008). The recent resurgence of this aphid
on stone fruits is attributed to the destruction of natural predators with
pesticides and resistance to chlorinated hydrocarbon and organophosphate
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insecticides. GPA has a diverse host range of over 875 species of plants,
including all stone fruits and many omamental shrubs and vegetables
(Blackman and Eastop, 2000, Davis ef al, 2006 and Davis and Radcliffe,
2008). GPA feeds primarily on the underside of leaves which causes them to
curl, becomes distorted and yeliow, and drops prematurely. Feeding may aiso
occur on flowers and fruit resulting in distortion and drop. When abundant,
aphid feeding results in excretion of large amounts of honeydew which
supports the growth of a black sooty fungus that causes spotting of leaves
and fruits. This aphid may also serve as a vector of virus diseases to stone
fruits. GPA is an efficient vector of 100 plant viruses (Blackman and Eastop,
2000; Sood and Singh, 1997; Ricci et al, 1999; Cividanes and Souza, 2003;
Davis et al, 2006 and Davis and Radcliffe, 2008} and resistant to almast all
major insecticide classes (Devonshire ef al., 1998; Davis ef al, 2006 and
Davis and Radcliffe, 2008). GPA is one of several aphids that can transmit
plum pox virus. This is a major disease of peaches and nectarines (Blackman
and Eastop, 2000).

Construction of life tables is an appropriate method for description of
the insect population dynamics {Southwood, 1978). Developmental times,
survival, longevity and fecundity are basic data for life table analysis. Life
table definitions include: 1) age-specific fecundity rate (Mx) which is the mean
number of female offspring produced per surviving female during the age
interval (x), 2) survivorship rate {Lx) which is the fraction of females living
from birth to age (x), 3) the mean generation time (7, which is the average
age of females producing nymphs in a population that is in a stable age
distribution, 4) the doubling time (D7) which is the time (in days) needed for
the population to double, 5) the net reproductive increase (R,), which is the
average number of female offspring from a birth cohort of females during their
lifetime if they experience a fixed pattern of age-specific birth and death rate,
6) gross reproductive rate (GRR)=ZMx, which is the mean total number of
offspring produced by a female over its life time, 7) intrinsic rate of increase
{rs), which is a measure of per capita instantaneous rate of change in
population density expressed as female progeny per female per day, and 8)
the finite rate of increase (A), which is the proportional change in popuiation
density from one day to the next, expressed in the same unit as the (r,)
(Hulting et al., 1990 and Tang ef al., 1999).

information on the development, survival and reproduction of a pest
at different environmental conditions is vital to its forecast, management and
pest risk analysis. Temperature is probably the most important physical
environmental factor influencing the development, reproduction of insects,
and regulates insect population dynamics, and seasonal occurrence.
Numerous studies have illustrated the effect of temperature on the biological
and population growth of aphids (Kersting ef al, 1989; Tang et al., 1999; Xia
et al., 1999; Liu and Yue, 2000 and Mc Cornack et al., 2004).

In Egypt, little information is available on the effect of temperatures
on biological characteristics and life table parameters of M. persicae.
Therefore, the current investigation was conducted to study the influence of
femperatures on biclogical attributes of the aphid species, as well as testing
the effect of temperatures on life table parameters of the species and
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establish the developmental threshold and degree day for development of M.
persicae., and provide information for survivorship, longevity, fecundity, and
fecundity rate.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Females of M. persicac were obtained from the laboratory
maintained culture collected previously from peach at the Experimental
Research Station, Faculty of Agriculture, Mansoura University. Five apterous,
parthenogenesis females of M. persicae were confined in glass Petri dishes
(9 cm in diameter) on peach and apricot leaves to produce nymphs. Each
Petri dish was provided with a layer of moistened filter paper to provide
humidity. All nymphs produced within 24 hours were assumed uniform age.
There were 20 replicates for each aphid species for each temperature. First
instar nymphs were reared individually in the incubators at 20£0.5, 24+0.5
and 28+0.5°C. The relative humidity was 60.0£5.0% and the photoperiod was
14:10 (L D) with each temperature. The leaves were replaced every two
days. Each first instar nymph was placed on new leaves of each host plant in
a separate Petri dish and observed to determine the developmental time of
nymphal instars, survival percentage of each instars and total days taken to
reach the adult stage. The presence of exuviae was used to determine
molting. The pre-reproductive, reproductive, and post-reproductive periods
were determined. in addition, the number of offspring born at each day of
adult life and survival were recorded every 24 hours. All nymphs produced
were removed after each count.

The ability of the nymphs to molt and to metamorphose on the test
plants was determined as (a) percentage of individuals transforming into
adults, and (b) average period required. The ratio of (a) to (b) then
represented the insect's "growth index" (Saxena, 1968).

Developmental times for each life stage, as well as the total nymphal
stage, were used to calculate developmental rates (1/development time),
which was regressed against temperature. The regression parameters and
slopes were used to estimate the lower temperature threshold for
developrnent (to) and the thermal constant K, as described by Campbell ef al.
{1974).

Survivorship rate  (Lx), age-specific fecundity (Mx), the mean
generation time (T), the net reproductive increase (Ro}, the intrinsic rate of
increase (rm), the gross reproductive rate (GRR) (=ZMx), and the finite rate
of increase {A) were calculated for each temperature using a BASIC computer
program (Abou-Setta et al., 1986). This computer program is based on
Birch's method for the calculation of an animal's life table (Birch, 1948). The
doubling time (DT) was calculated according to Mackauer's method
(Mackauer, 1983). The life tables were prepared from the daia recorded daily
on developmental time, the number of produced nymphs, the fraction of
nymphs reaching maturity, and the survival of females. An interval of one day
was chosen as the age classes for constructing the life table. ’

All  experimental data concerning the above characters
(developmentat times, survivorship, longevity, fecundity, and fecundity rate)
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were analyzed with one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). Comparisons of
means of biological characters were made with the Duncan's Multiple Range
Test {CoHort Software, 2004).

RESULTS

l. Developmental times of nymphal instars:

Developmental times of the four nymphal instars of M. persicae
feeding on peach and apricot at the three tested temperatures are presented
in Table (1). There were significant differences among the three temperatures
in nymphal instars. Meanwhile, there were no significant variations between
the two host plants at the same temperature.

On apricot, there were significant differences among M. persicae at
the three tested temperatures in the fourth nymphal instar and total days to
reach the adult stage. In particular, the total days of nymphal development
were 12.8, 8.5 and 4.6 days at 20, 24 and 28°C. On peach, the
developmental of the fourth nymphal instars and total days to reach the adult
stage were 3.3, 3.3, 3.2, 3.2, and 13.0 days at 20°C, 2.1, 2.2, 2.1, 2.2, and
8.6 days at 24°C and 1.1, 1.1, 1.2, 1.2, and 4.6 days at 28°C.

Growth index of M. persicae was 6.64, 10.59, and 21.74 at the three
tested temperatures (20, 24, and 28°C, respectively) on apricat (Table 2).
Meanwhile on peach, there was 6.54, 10.47, and 20.65 at the three tested
temperatures.

Developmental rate (1/duration) of M. persicae was 0.0781, 0.1177
and 0.2174 at the three tested temperatures (20, 24, and 28°C, respectively)
on apricot and 0.0769, 0.1163, and 0.2174 on peach (Table 2).

Table (1): Developmental times (meantSE)® in days of nymphal instars
of M. persicae reared on two host plants at three constant
temperatures.

Nymphal instar Total days fo
Host | Temp. reach the aduit

nd rd

plant (OC) i 2 3 4" stage

20 32£0.81 3" | 3.2¢081a | 3.2¢0.81a |3.2:0.7%a | 12.840.963"
24 | 2.120.76ab" | 2.2#0.81 ab” | 2.1%0.76 ab” [2.1#0.76 ab"| 8.5:0.87 b*
28 132071 0" | 112076 0" | 120790 |1.2:0.B1b"] 46:0.91¢
20 33108243 | 3.3t082a° | 4.2:t0.76a |3.2:t0.78a | 13.0:0.93a"
54 | 2.1:0.76ab” | 2.220.79 ab" | 2.1£0.76 ab> |2.2t0.B1 ap’| 8.65:0.85b"
28 T7£0.716° | 1.1z076 " { 1.2¢0.790" |1.2¢t0.81b"| 4.6:083¢"
Means followed by the same small letter in a column between the three temperatures on
each host plant or same capital letter in a column between the two host plant at the same
temperature are not significantly different at the 1% level of probability (Duncan’s Multiple
Range Test).

Table (2): Growth index and developmental rate of M. persicae reared on

different hosts at three constant temperatures.

Peach | Apricot

Host plant Temperature{"C). | Growth index Devalopmental rate
20 6.64 0.0781
Apricot 24 10.59 0.1177
28 21.74 0.2174
20 6.54 0.0769
Peach 24 10.47 0.1163
28 20.65 : 0.2174
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Ii. Survival of nymphal instars:

Concerning M. persicae, the survival rate of nymphal instars and total
of nymphal stage was 95.0, 94.74, 100.0, 94.44, and B5.0% at 20°C, 100.0,
100.0, 95.0, 94.74, and 90.0 at 24°C, and 100.0, 100.0, 100.0, 100.0, and
100.0% at 28°C on apricot (Table 3). The data in Tabie (3) indicated that the
survival rate of nymphal stage on peach was higher at 28°C (95.0.0%) than at
20°C (85.0%) on peach.

Table (3): Survival percentage of nymphal instars of M. persicae reared
on two host plants at three constant temperatures.

Hostplant | Temp.{’C) e 2!;1!mphal ’"“‘3‘:“ i Survival %
20 95.0 94.74 100.0 94 .44 85.0
Apricot 24 100.0 100.0 95.0 94.74 90.0
28 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
20 95.0 94.74 100.0 94.44 85.0
Peach 24 100.0 95.0 94.74 100.0 30.0
28 100.0 95.0 100.0 100.0 95.0

Hi. Degree-Day Requirements:

Minimum developmental thresholds for nymphal instars and nymphal
stage of M. persicae were not similar on apricot and peach (Table 6). Myzus
persicae required 57.47 DD to complete its development from first nymphal
instar to adult female on apricot and 56.82 on peach (Table 4). On apricot,
results showed that T, of 1%, 2™ 3™ 4™, and total nymphal stage were 16.40,
16.49, 15.69, 15.69, and 16.08°C, respectively. Meanwhile, on peach, T, of
1%, 20 3 4"’, and total nymphal stage were 16.56, 16.66, 15.69, 15.81, and
16.16°C, respectively.

Table {4): Linear regression analysis of temperatures versus
developmental rates, degree-days requirements, and
minimum developmental thresholds of M. persicae when
reared on two host plants.

Nymphal instar | Regression equation | R’ [ DD's | To
Apricot
1™ Y = - 1.2236+0.0746x 0.9365 13.40 16.40
2~ Y =-1.3308+0.0746x 0.9162 13.40 16.49
3° =.1.0218+ 0.0651x {.9560 15.36 15.69
4% = - 1.0218+0.0651x 0.9560 15.36 15.59
Total = - 0.2801+ 0.0174x 0.9413 57 47 16.09
Peach
1 Y = - 1.2553+0.0758x 0.9423 13.19 16.56
el Y = - 1.2625+0.0758x 0.9231 13.15 16.66
3" =_1.0217+ 0.0651x 0.9560 15.36 15.69
4" Y = - 1.029+ 0.0651x 0.9355 15.36 15.81
Total Y = - 0.2845+ 0.0176x 0.9305 56.81 16.16

IV. Longevity and fecundity of females:

Based on the statistical analysis, results in Table (5) indicated that
there were no significant variations in the pre-reproductive, reproductive, and
post-reproductive of M. persicae when reared on apricot and peach at the
three tested temperatures (20, 24, and 28°C). Meanwhile, there were
significant differences in the total iongevity of adult females at three tested
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temperatures. In addition, there were no significant variations between the
two host plants in the total tongevity of adult females (Table 5). The mean
total fecundity (mean number of offspring/female) was 25.6, 30.3, and 60.0
nymphs on apricot, and 25.0, 28.0, and 59.0 nymphs on peach at 20, 24, and
28°C, respectively with significant difference. The fecundity rate {mean
number of nymphs/female/day) on apricot and peach was significantly higher
at 28°C (8.96 and 8.68 nymphs) than at 20 and 24°C.

Table (5): Longevity (meantSE) in days of M. persicae when reared on
different hosts at different temperatures.

Longevity ]
Host Temp Pre- Post- Total mean Mea.n of
Plant CC} - | reproductive | Reproductive reproductive Total fecundity |fecundity rate
period pericd period
20 26¢ 7.8¢ 2.2% 12.6% 25 6% 328z
- 0.84 2" 0.84 2" 0.92a" 092" 1.1t 0.67b"
8 24 2.73% 7.0z T.4% 10.6% 3032 433%
g 0.31a" 0.81a" 0.85 a* 0.85 b* 1404 p.82b*
28 132 67z 14t 941 60.0% 8.6
0.84 a* 0.85a" 0.85a" 0.91b* 148" 0.91a
20 2.7+ 83k 23t 133 25.0% 3.01%
0.83a" 0.83 8" g.91a" 0.913" 1ach 071b"
s 24 22t 6.8t 15t 10.6% 28.0% 413x
o A A A A ] A
L 0.81a n7y9a p.89a 0.89 b 1.4 b 0.85b
28 1.2% 6.8t 1.4% 9.4z 59.0% 8.68%
0794 0.81a" 0.85a" 0.93 0" 14a" 0.91a"

*Means followad by the same small letter in a column between the three temperatures on
each host plant or same capital letter in a column between the two host plant at the same
temperature are not significantly different at the 1% level of probability {Duncan’s Multiple

Range Test).

V. Life table parameters:

According to life table analysis for M. persicae, the durations of mean
generation time (T) were19.55, 13.56, and 8.38 days at the three tested
temperatures on apricot and on peach, there were 20.01, 13.32, and 8.30
days on peach. The population could be doubled (DT) every 4.65, 2.84,
and1.41 days at 20, 24 and 28°C on apricot and 4.51, 2.86, Wnd 1.43 days on
peach. The values of gross reproductive rate {(GRR), net reproductive rate
(Ro), intrinsic rate of increase (rm), and finite rate of increase (A) were higher
at 28°C than at 20 and 24°C on both host plants. From the data illustrated in
Fig. (1), it could be noted that the survivorship (Lx) for female age was higher
at 28°C than at 20 and 24°C on apricot. On apricot, the maximum
repraduction rate per female per day (Mx) was 3.82 on the third day at 20°C,
while at 24 and 28°C, Mx was 5.17 and 10.85 on the third day. in addition, on
peach, the maximum reproduction rate per female per day (Mx) was 4.00 on
the third day at 20°C, while at 24 and 28°C, Mx was 5.17 and 10.58 on the

third day (Fig. 2}.
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Table (6): Life tabie parameters of M. persicae when reared on two host
plants at three constant temperatures.

Life table parameters
Host | Temp. | Mean T pouping | C1o%8, Net L Finite rate
Plant (°c) g::,'e;a(“gﬂ time (DT) (in reprc:::scuve repraductive lr:rt]'::':::;;az? ?{ of increase
(in days) days) (GRR) rate {Ry) m (AY
Apricotl 20 19.55 4,65 21.64 18.4 0.1489 1.1606
p 24 13.56 2.84 30.67 27.25 0.2436 1.2758
) 28 8.38 1.41 B80.75 60.75 0.4900 1.6324
Peachj 20 20.01 4.51 25.51 21.60 0.1535 | 1.1659
[ 24 13.32 2.86 28.01 25.20 0.2422 1.2741
28 8.30 1.43 58.99 56.05 0.4853 | 1.6247
vl
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Fig. (1): Age-specific fecundity (Mx) and survivorship (Lx) of M. persicae
at 20, 24, and 30°C on apricot.
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Fig. (2): Age-specific fecundity (Mx) and survivorship {Lx} of M. persicae
at 20, 24, and 30°C on peach.
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DISCUSSION ,

Biological information of aphid species is essential for assessing the
potential rate of increase of a population and for the prediction of the number
of generations that could occur in one crop season. In addition, any pest
management program requires an understanding of the biology and ecology
of this pest. Development in insects is strongly influenced by external
temperatures. Metabolic rates increase and population doubling times
decrease as temperatures rise (Gullan and Cranston, 2005). Thus, an
increase In temperature will affect insect pest abundance by shortening
generation time (Lawton, 1995), and shifting pest distributions (Porter, 1995).

Sood and Singh (1997) mentioned that life table studies of M.
persicae on cauliflower revealed a generation time (T) of 28.31 days and the
population multiplied 88.62 times. The true intrinsic rate of increase
determined graphically was 0.153. The doubling time was 4.53 days. The
species could multiply 1.165 times on cauliflower. Ricci et al. (1999) noted
that six cohorts (45 individuals each) of M. persicae reared under laboratory
conditions at 20+1.0°C, 16:8 (light: dark) photoperiod and 50-70% relative
humidity, were placed on seedlings of lettuce {Lactuca sativa) cv. Crimor,
Dolly and Regina to obtain their main life table parameters. On Regina, the
net reproductive rate (R,) was less than 1 with a negative intrinsic rate of
increase (rm). On Crimor, R, reached a value, 1.76 times higher than on
Dolly; r, was also significantly higher. It is concluded that population
development of M. persicae can be affected by lettuce variety.

Cividanes and Souza (2003} reported that the thermal constant (K) of
M. persicae was 165.6 day-degree. They noted that the age-specific life table
parameters, on a degree-day time scaie, indicated that temperatures of 23°C
and 25°C provided the best thermal conditions for the population growth of M.
persicae. At these témperatures, the highest intrinsic rate of natural increase
{rm=0.012) was observed, as well as the lowest mean generation time
{T=303.8 degree-day and T=272 degree-day, respectively) and population
doubling time (TD=57.8 degree-day). Davis ef al (2006) noted that green
peach aphid developed faster and had greater fecundity under fluctuating
conditions. Optimal temperature for green peach aphid population growth
was 26.7°C. The lower and upper deveiopmental thresholds were 6.5 and
37.3°C, respectively. Under optimal conditions, intrinsic rate of increase was
0.356, and population doubling time was 1.95 days. At optimal fluctuating
temperature conditions, one female aphid produced 12.2 progeny each week
while under the most favorable constant temperature conditions; each female
aphid produced only 5.9 progeny. Davis and Radcliffe (2008) menticned that
life tables statistics indicated green peach aphid had its highest reproductive
potential among cereals on winter wheat, with rye (Secale cereale L.) barley
{Hordeum vulgare L.) oats (Avena sativa L.}. Green peach aphid was found
to colonize barley, rye, and winter wheat, but not oats, Mean generation time,
net reproductive rate, doubling time, and finite rate of increase were
significantly different between host plants.

The estimated low temperature thresholds for biclogical attributes
suggest that M. persicae may be able to establish in regions with mild to

8259




Abdel - Salam, A. H. etal

warm climates and the mean temperature ranging from 20 to 30°C will be
suitable for M. persicae p0pulations‘ quick puilding-up.

It could be concluded from the present study that the most suitable
temperature for aphid population growth was 28°C. These results may
explain why the populations of the tested species significantly higher in April,
May, August, and September than the other months in Egypt. In addition, the
rate of increase of M. persicae even at the lowest density is useful in
portraying the principies of aphid popuiation management by any control
measure. Life table parameters at constant temperatures are also needed to
construct models of predicting aphid outbreaks and to enhance the effect of
various methods of suppression.
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