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Figure 1. Density of 4. craccivora monthly average on faba
bean sown at two different dates in Sids Research Station
during 1992/93 and 1993/94 growing seasons.
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Figure 2. Monthly average percentage of infestation severity
with A. craccivora on faba bean sown at two different dates
in Sids Research Station during 1992/93 and 1993/94
Zrowing seasons.
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Abstract

Ei-Heneidy, A., G. Resk, A.M. Hekal and S. Abdel-Samad. 1998. Impact of Planting Date on Aphids Population and
Associated Natural Enemies on Faba Bean Plants in Egypt. Arab J. PL. Prot. 16(2): 55-59.

Aphids are major constraints to faba bean production in Egypt. Faba bean is attacked by two aphid species, Aphis craccivora Koch. and
A. fabae Scop., the latter occurs rarely. A study on the impact of planting date on aphids’ population and their associated natural enemies on
faba bean plants was carried out at Sids Research Station (Beni-Suef Governorate) during 1992/93 and 1993/94 seasons. Data were collected
weekly throughout the growing season using visual counts, and statistically analyzed. Results showed that aphids’ population reached its peak
{296 and 42.1 aphid / plant) by mid-March in the two seasons, respectively. The population was relatively higher in early planting than the
late one, but without significant differences. Six groups and /or species of aphidophagous predators were recorded associated with the aphids
on faba bean plants during the study. Predators’ population reached its maximum (43 and 96 individual/100 plants) during the second half of
March in the two seasons, respectively. Highly significant differences were found between predator populations in the two planting dates
during the two seasons of the study. Four species of internal parasitoids were also recorded on A. craccivora on faba bean plants. Highest
percentage of parasitism (32%) was estimated during the first week of March in season 1993/94. No significant difference was found between
percentages of parasitism in the two planting dates throughout the study.
Key Words: Aphids, natural enemies, planting date, faba bean, Egypt.
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